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Club Motto – “Fun and fellowship whilst helping others”

Club Website – www.keiloreastrotary.org On Monday 29th April we held our fourth Meeting upstairs at our regular 

Keilor East RSL meeting venue. From now on we will need to start our meals 

in the Bistro at 6.30pm. We will pay $2 at the door and then order from the 

Bistro Menu. We will move upstairs at 7.00pm. 

http://www.keiloreastrotary.org/


President’s Report  President Ginny Billson

Monday 29th April 2019

• Welcome to all members and it seems like many weeks since I was here to enjoy your company.  I hope your serum chocolate levels are levelling off and everyone had a 

rejuvenating break from routine  activities.

• On the 15th of April I was at the opening of the Medical History Museum’s exhibition and book launch (I will hand it around) of a celebration of the history and contribution to the 

health of Victorian health by the Royal Women’s Hospital. As most of you know I had the privilege to be a member of the Pathology Department’s staff for over 2 decades and retired 

from there a year ago with fond memories. Because of my long association with the hospital I was asked to contribute a chapter to the book (see page 59 “Leading the Way in 

Pathology”)

• One of the young students who we sponsored with the help of Brimbank Central to attend the National Youth Science Forum over the Christmas Holidays, was chosen to attend a 

similar program in London.  The student Vicky Lee from St Albans Secondary College had to source her own funding of close to $10,000.  With a bit of organising and help form the 

District Youth Committee, Foundation, her school, Western Choices, our club and her own endeavours she has managed to get her funding. We will get a report from Vicky when she 

returns and she has already gratefully thanked Rotary District and our club for our help.

• Our regular Taylors Lakes sausage sizzle’s are going full steam ahead with one next Saturday and another a month later. Unfortunately Alex and I will be far away for both of 

them but will look forward to the last couple later in the year. This gives me the opportunity to wish everyone well for the next 4 weeks whilst Alex and I are on the move in the 

northern hemisphere for a bit of R&R.

• The Thursday before Good Friday was spent sizzling sausages for the Good Friday appeal with big thanks to Helen, Michael and the Billsons plus a few hardy Essendon RC 

members at the Great Easter Egg Hunt at the Riverside Golf Club. A lovely day and all funds raised went to the RCH.

• Last Friday we collected some mobility aids from a lovely lady named Stavroula. On chatting she asked if we know someone called Athena and a conversation ensued around how 

close the Essendon community is.

• The Days for Girls team are working together again this Wednesday and I will be bringing Judith Maddocks along to join in the happy throng.

• Please have a close look at the current Newsletter as there are a number of events coming up with Rotaract, Care4Cambodians and the Children First Foundation.  The NRG group 

is working together to help these events be successful.



More Reports

• President Ginny introduced Alex Billson as Chairperson for the evening. 

• Ginny introduced guests Lee Martin and Guest Speakers, Jacqui Pengally and Rory Alexander. 

• Secretary – Chris Rundell - District Assembly will be held on May 26th at Tabcorp Park, Melton. 
Please let Mark know if you are interested in attending.

• Club President’s Changeover will be held on Monday 24th of June at the Cross Keys Hotel, 
Pascoe Vale. The cost will be $45 per head. It would be appreciated if funds for tickets could 
be directly transferred to our Club account. More details on Invitation Poster. Our Treasurer 
will take money by cash or credit card (before the event) if you prefer.

• WynSpeak Final (Public Speaking Competition held  for secondary students by Werribee Rotary 
Clubs) will be held on Wed 5th June at Thomas Carr College, Tarneit.

• Our Club is operated a BBQ at Riverside Golf Club at an event to raise funds for the Royal 
Children's Hospital's Good Friday Appeal. Many thanks to the Members who helped on the day.

• Care Bear – Marianne Potgieter – Jan Allan is still in the Epworth Hospital. She will hopefully 
be moving to Rehab soon. Marianne, Yvonne and Janet McMartin visited Judith Maddocks on 
Easter Monday. She is well and hopes to attend DFG on Wednesday.

• Social – Joe Albioli – We are hoping to organize an outing to St Anne’s Winery Bacchus Marsh. 
Details TBA.

• International – Cherrie Osborn – DFG 1.30 to 4.30 at Essendon Baptist Church Hall.

• Annie Webb – her research has found that the solar panels we provided to an island of the
PNG coast are no longer working and advice given by visitors to the island is that the
inhabitants see their repair as unimportant.

A Message via Barbara Rafter

You are invited to attend the Victoria launch of the Yellow 

National Road Safety Week on Thursday 9th May at the Brimbank 

Bicycle Education Centre, 7 Clubhouse Place, Keilor Downs. The 

theme of this year’s launch is ‘Vulnerable road users –

pedestrians, children, seniors and people with a disability.’

The event is being attended by Mr Peter Frazer from the SARAH 

Group, the Mayor and Councillors from the Brimbank City 

Council, representatives of the TAC, the Amy Gillett Foundation, 

Victoria Police and the Brimbank SES.

Start time is 11.00am and after some short addresses from key 

participants, a light luncheon will be served.  Please RSVP myself 

by 4th May by return email or by phone.

Richard Carthew

Hon Secretary

Brimbank Bicycle Education Centre Inc.

0422 375493

https://brimbankbicycleed.com/


Guest Speakers – Jacqui Pengally and Rory Alexander 

• Lou Gionfriddo introduced Jacqui Pengally who was his exercise physiologist after his recent open heart surgery. Lou was so impressed with the level of care 
provided that he suggested that she become our Guest Speaker at a Rotary Club meeting. Jacqui was ably assisted by Rory Alexander from Kieser, 26 Leake Street 
Essendon.

Rory Alexander

Centre Manager/Exercise Scientist

Kieser Essendon

P: (03) 9326 1111

W: www.kieser.com.au



Our Rotary Youth Exchange Student – Marina Monnerat from Nova Friburgo – Brazil

Keilor East's Rotary Youth Exchange student, Marina 

Monnerat, has returned from a three week “Safari” 

over thousands of kilometres in Australia.  

Marina (left) and her Rotary Youth Exchange friend Luana

Bacha (Rotary Club of Footscray) attended the Melbourne 

Hawthorn match at the MCG on Saturday. Marina, under the 

influence of Emanuel Tumino (Brazilian Country Coodinator), 

is a Melbourne supporter.

On Thursday May 2nd Marina visited the 

Rotary Club of Footscray to hear Rotary 

Global Scholar Katie Wilford from Iowa, USA 

speak about her experiences in Australia. She 

is studying for her masters of Education at 

Melbourne University.  Some of our Keilor 

East Members have met Katie at NRG 

Meetings and at the DIK (Donations in Kind 

Store) where she is a regular volunteer.



Upcoming Events



More Upcoming Events

Hosted by The Soufflé Sisters Choir *

Mia Mia Big Sing
It's 10 years since the Black Saturday Bush Fires in 2009 !

Join in with your favourite choirs the Souffle Sisters, Home 

Brew and Women of Note along with the fabulous bush folk 

band Rare Child to make this the best Big Sing yet.

All proceeds go to the Mia Mia Fire Brigade

Saturday 22 June from 12 pm for BBQ lunch at Fire Station

Concert and afternoon tea from 1.30 at the Mia Mia

Mechanics Hall

Flyer with booking details coming soon.

See you there.

Paula Curotte

Manager 

Souffle Sisters Choir

93840371

https://www.facebook.com/soufflesisters/


What’s Next?
Date Event

Wednesday 1st May Days for Girls Sew In at Baptist Church Hall Essendon 1.30 – 4.30pm

Saturday 4th May RoCan Gala Fashion Parade at Club Italia Sunshine – Gerard Mahoney

Saturday 4th May Bunnings BBQ at Watergardens, Taylors Lakes

Monday 6th May Possible Joint Meeting  Gateway Rotaract and our Club

Monday 13th May Footys 4 All – Michael Gallus

Monday 20th May A new way to do Charitable Giving – Janet Hay

Sunday 26th May Rotary District 9800 - District Assembly at Tabcorp Park Melton

Monday 27th May Yedidya Ephrem – RYLA Candidate 2018

Wednesday 29th May Days for Girls Sew In at Baptist Church Hall Essendon 1.30 – 4.30pm

Sunday 2nd June  Bunnings BBQ at Watergardens, Taylors Lakes

Program Director 

2018-2019 Joy Ryan

Our Club gratefully acknowledges the sponsorship we receive from the Keilor East Bendigo 

Community Bank and Smart Storage World to assist us in providing services to the Community.

Rotary Club of Keilor East meets on

6.30pm for 6.45pm at Keilor East RSL,

Hoffmans Rd, West Essendon

For Club Membership or Sponsorship information

Contact: Past President, Joe Albioli (0438133123)                                             

http://www.keiloreastrotary.org 

Rotary Thanksgivings

*We give thanks for our daily food. May Rotary friends and Rotary 

ways, help us to serve all our days.

* For good food, good fellowship, and the privilege to serve, we 

give thanks.

http://www.keiloreastrotary.org/


April and May Birthdays and Anniversaries

Birthdays

April 3: Lois Cameron

April 4: Cathy Wright

April 11: Carmen Puli

April 15: Yewkong Lye

April 24: Sonja Cornish

May 4: Linda Lye

May 9 : John Youings

May 11: Barry Mullen

May 18: Ginny Billson and Betty Lancaster

May 20: Barbara McKeon and Michael Donnelly

May 24: Maryanne Walsh

May 31: Brett Bedson and “Grandma” Win 

Osborn (who will be 102).

Wedding Anniversaries

April 7: Gerard and Tricia Smith

April 8: Ken and Jan Allan

May 4: David and Laraine Barnes

May 5: Lloyd and Betty Lancaster

May 8: Gerard and Lynn Mahoney

May 25: Bruce and Lois Cameron

May 26: Bob and Janet McMartin

Rotary Anniversaries

April 1: Ken Allan and John Cowl

May 6: Jeselee Vytilingam 2002

May 8: Yew Kong Lye 2000

May 10: Ginny Billson 2004

May 19: Les Norton 1997



Member News -

Michael Donnelly told us about the Green 

Gully Traffic School and urged us to visit 

on Thursday 9th May at 11am.

The Days for Girls Leaders have great new 

T-shirts and aprons to help them stand out 

in the crowd of volunteers at each monthly 

DFG Sew In. 

L to R:  Marianne Potgieter, Janice Young, 

Jane Odgers and Cherrie Osborn.

It was great to have Jan Thomas and Pam 

Vandenham (right) at DFG on Wednesday.

Barbara McKeon always has a great smile for the 

camera as she overlocks huge numbers of 

absorbent liners for DFG kits.

DFG Entertainment Book fundraiser

Hello ladies

If you’re thinking of buying the Entertainment Book this year please support our 

Days for Girls group. Even though it is dated from June, you can start using the 

vouchers now. And there are lots of local offers included. This would make a great 

mothers day gift. You can order either the hardcopy or digital online by clicking 

the link below. If you would like the hardcopy please order online or through us at 

Days for Girls, and we’ll get the book to you (this will save you paying the postage 

on quite a heavy book). All proceeds will go towards our DFG group and help us 

make more feminine hygiene kits to send to the girls in Balibo.

Please feel free to forward this message to anyone else you think may be 

interested, or contact me, Jan Thomas or Gaye Cariss for additional information.

Thanks for your support.

Regards

Jane and the DFG team

https://www.daysforgirls.org/dfg-kits

