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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Meeting Report February 26th 2018.

 Notes 26th February

 Welcome to all members and friends.  An especially warm welcome to our District Governor Elect Bronwyn Stephens who many in the club have the privilege to meet up with 

at many different Rotary functions and events over the years.  This is just “get to know you “visit and we look forward to your inspirational guidance in the next Rotary year.

 • A busy few weeks are looming.  The Moonee Valley Festival was held, and we had a hard-working team starting early and finishing quite late. It was a full-on day 

and I and quite a few others were totally knackered by its end. Special recognition to Joe who organised the whole event, was there at the crack of dawn to pick up the trailer and 

organise the supplies and ongoing cleaning and organising of the surroundings.  Minh for the closedown and return of the trailer.  All the others gave their all including Chris, 

Marianne, John, Alex, Marisa, Steve, Ian and I am sure I have forgotten a few but it was a great day.

 • Another team was personning the Art Show gazebo with the Essendon club team. There were kids drawing and colouring and a lot of Art Show promotion by all 

the members.  Some of us, (me included), were going to go there for a quiet afternoon after our BBQ shift. It was so busy at the sausage sizzle that it was not to be.  Well done 

one and all.

 • Airport West Uniting church is having an opening and dedication for their newly built community centre on the 18th of March.  We held our Trivia Night last year to 

help set up some facilities for their socially isolated men’s group. They have purchased a coffee machine and once we are invoiced we can present them with a cheque towards it. 

The dedication is on the same day as the District Conference so some of us won’t be able to attend but it would be great if we had a good contingent of KERC members attend.

 • The Club is also supporting the International Women’s Day breakfast on Thursday 8th March at the Moonee Valley Council with a table of 10, with students from 

Rosehill College and our 3 newest Rotarians Barbara, Joy and Marisa are nominated to attend. 

https://avondaleheightscg.weebly.com/


PRESIDENT’S REPORT CONTINUED & OTHER REPORTS

• The Cluster group is holding a Foundation dinner on the 10th of April on a Tuesday, so we will not have our regular Monday on the 9th and hope we get a good turnout to the Tuesday.   

There will be a theme of “Ending Trachoma” with very inspirational speakers.  The Waterloo Cup Hotel has been booked and a flyer will be distributed closer to the time with the details of when, how 

much (not dear) just make a note of the date please as we would like partners friends, potential Rotarians and community members see what Rotarians are up to in our own country.

• DIK had an open day in its new shed last Saturday.  An official ribbon cutting by our DG Peter Frueh was held at 1.00 and we had a number of our members attending. We love DIK and 

we all were impressed by the organisation and improvement of the facilities there.

• There will be a less stressful BBQ next Sunday when we are helping out the Avondale Heights Community Garden.  We were due to have our Board meeting then, so I might run it after 

our next Monday’s regular meeting if that suits everyone.

• Finally, a reminder about out next DFG afternoon at the Essendon Baptist Church this Wednesday. Marianne will give you more details.

Chairperson Lloyd Lancaster

Other Reports

Secretary – Chris Rundell – Chris is in training for the long Ride to Conference. He would welcome sponsorship for this excellent cause. 

Attendance Lloyd Lancaster – Last Week 71.1% Year to date 73.1%

Lloyd gave us a further update on our Club’s history. After Paul Harris founded the first Rotary Club in Chicago in 1905 a second Club was formed in 1908 and by 1910 there were 16 Rotary Clubs in the

USA. On April 21st, 1921 Melbourne Rotary Club was the first Rotary Club in Australia. In 1937 Essendon Totary Club was formed. In 1967 Keilor Rotary Club was formed and on August 10th, 1983 

Keilor East Rotary Club was chartered.

Youth – Mark Tognon – Mark has organized with Gateway Rotaract to attend a joint meeting with our Club in May.

Market stalls at our 2017 Art Show 
included a Pre-Loved Books stall.



REPORTS CONTINUED

Treasurer Steve Pennicott – If paying by the half year, your dues are due ASAP. We took $2079 at our BBQ Stall 

at the Moonee Valley Festival.

Care Bear – Marianne Potgieter – A text from John Cowl. John’s son is doing well and is considering returning 

to work for a few hours per week. John is busy, helping with shopping, childcare etc.

Social – Annie Webb – Visit to a winery, possibly Arundel Winery on Sunday April 15th so put the date in your 

diary.

• International – Cherrie Osborn – Keep bringing in your excess CDs DVDs Novels, books etc for sale at the Art 

Show stall. 

• Vocational – On either the 21st or 28th May our Pride of Workmanship awards will be held here at the RSL.

Ben Carroll, MP for Niddrie, will present the awards. Lloyd has 2 nominations as does Ginny. We could use 

two more. On to Conference – We have 7 members attending and there are 574 attending the 

Warrnambool Conference.

• Athena Vass – Brimbank Rotary Club had Garnet Johnson as their Guest Speaker and Athena became 

encouraged to help young people volunteer as part of their education. In the areas of positivity, gratitude 

and optimism she feels that helping others less fortunate than ourselves can help the students she teaches 

at nearby Buckley Park Secondary School. 

http://arundelfarmestate.com.au/?page_id=5854


GUEST SPEAKER – GARNET JOHNSON – ANGLICARE – VOLUNTEERING

Garnet Johnson told us about his work with Anglicare in the St Albans area of postcodes 3021 and 3023 His wife, Faith, who has since retired,  was 
the pastor at the St Alban the Martyr Anglican Church eleven years ago.  She noticed a decline in numbers of parishioners and that the 
congregation was mainly aging Caucasian in an ethnically diverse area. 
She decided that, in order to survive, her church should reach out to the disadvantaged within the local community. Beginning  by storing 
emergency relief items in a small garage/shed the parishioners began to collect foodstuffs etc. for those in need. After the shed was broken into 
and the contents stolen the local community rallied and what could have been completely disastrous turned into a benefit. A secure storage 
container was donated and security systems put in place.
The whole operation relies on the services of volunteers. Garnet asked that retirees and people with spare time consider helping the organization. 
All that is required is a Police Check and a Working with Children Certificate. Their current volunteers are aged between 18 and 97.
He gave us some examples of the type of people who have been assisted over the past few years. Refugee families, widowers, young people who
have been made redundant or injured at work and grandparents who are caring for, often troubled, grandchildren have all been beneficiaries of 
Anglicare’s support.

Anglicare’s Mission - Our vision is to resource and empower children, young people and families to achieve 

their full potential through: the provision of quality innovative services for children and young people; 
supporting vulnerable families; and the promotion of social justice.

We rely on our volunteers to deliver essential services that support Victorians, and, in some cases, our 

volunteers rely on us: for rewarding experiences, for a powerful sense of community, and for tangible 
personal fulfilment.

St Alban the Martyr Anglican Church volunteers 
coordinator Garnet Johnson ( left) and Bill Belcher. 
Photo – Leader Newspapers

Garnet was introduced by Athena Vass of Brimbank Central Rotary Club.

https://www.anglicarevic.org.au/
https://www.anglicarevic.org.au/
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/leader/news/st-albans-food-bank-volunteers-devastated-by-thieves-foodstealing-spree/news-story/1bc3f0a1e645cfa69854fb158a2f98fc


AVONDALE HEIGHTS COMMUNITY GARDEN BBQ 
– SUNDAY 4TH MARCH 2018

Minh listened in on one of the Compost Workshops.

Ben Carroll MP unveiled Avondale Primary’s mosaic.

https://avondaleheightscg.weebly.com/


ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE STUDENT, THOMAS CARLSON, RETURNS

L to R: Alan Eberle, Grandma Win Osborn, Cherrie Osborn, Thomas Carlson, Emma 
Carlson and Brett Bedson.

Thomas Carlson, Rotary Youth Exchange Student from Finland, was hosted by our 
Club in 1997. One of his host families was Cherrie and John Osborn ( Grandma 
included). Thomas is currently visiting Melbourne with his eldest daughter, Emma, 
and will here until Friday before visiting Adelaide and Sydney. While he was here as a 
student Brett Bedson was his Counsellor and they have kept in contact ( even before 
Facebook).
Thomas, who is now 38,  told of his life since leaving Australia. He completed 
secondary school and university before doing compulsory military service. He met his 
wife Hanna and they have three daughters, Emma 11, Mathilde 9 and Sophie 7. Now 
divorced, Thomas  and his wife sold their house and, having some funds, he decided 
to travel back to his second home, Australia.
Thomas thanked Club members for hosting him so many years ago. He warmly 
remembers time spent with his  Keilor East Rotary family. 

We are grateful that Thomas has returned and visited the Club Meeting. We wish 
him and his daughter Emma a wonderful holiday in Australia and a safe journey 
home.





CHRIS RUNDELL – RIDE TO CONFERENCE

Dear All 
 
As you may be aware, I have registered to ride the 2018 Ride to Conference ride in support of the new 
Cancer Wellness Centre in Werribee and RoCan (Rotary Ovarian Cancer Research). You may remember 
that I rode the last few days of last year’s ride. 
 
I will be riding around 900km over the 7 days. The ride begins at the future site of the new Cancer 
Wellness Centre in Werribee and ends in Warrnambool.  
 
I am now seeking sponsorship for this worthy cause. Any sponsorship that you can provide will be 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Further details of the ride and how to sponsor me are in the attached documents. 
Donations are tax deductable. 
 
My goal is to raise at least $1,000 in sponsorship. 
 
Thanking you for your support 
 
Chris Rundell 

MyCause sponsor page:  https://www.mycause.com.au/page/168388/ride-for-cancer-
2018 

Over the Counter Deposits:  Bank: Bendigo Bank  Branch: East Keilor  BSB: 633-000  
Account No.: 146819735  Account Name: RoCan Ride for a Cause  Additionally, please 
email jboyle@mdlaw.com.au with the following details:  Rider name  Amount of 
deposit  Date of deposit  Reason for deposit - sponsorship  

Electronic Deposits (EFT) (excluding MyCause)  For deposits made electronically, directly 
to Bendigo Bank, please use the same account details as per above. 

Thanking you for your support 
5 /2/2018 

Chris Rundell 

https://www.mycause.com.au/page/168388/chris-rundell


WHAT’S NEXT?

▪

 Our Club gratefully acknowledges the sponsorship we receive from the Keilor East Bendigo Community Bank and Smart Storage World to assist us in providing 
services to the Community.

Rotary Club of Keilor East meets on
6.30pm for 6.45pm at Keilor East RSL,
Hoffmans Rd, West Essendon
For Club Membership or Sponsorship information
Contact: Immediate President, Joe Albioli (0438133123)                                             
http://www.keiloreastrotary.org/

ROTARY GRACES

o We give thanks for our daily food. May Rotary friends and Rotary ways, help us to serve all our days.
o For good food, good fellowship, and the privilege to serve, we give thanks.

Program Director 2017-18 
Ian Wright

March 2018

Monday 26th February GARNET JOHNSON, ANGLICARE VOLUNTEER - Talk on programs 
and volunteering

Sunday 4th March BBQ at AVONDALE HEIGHTS COMMUNITY GARDEN BBQ, 10am –
2pm

Monday 5th March Margaret Marshall – KEILOR EAST COMMUNITY GARDEN 

Monday 5th March Board Meeting after Club Meeting

Monday 12th March No Meeting  - Public Holiday

Tuesday 13th March GOVERNMENT HOUSE VICE REGAL RECEPTION FOR ROTARY 
WORLD PRESIDENT (4 reps attending)

Fri 16-Sun 18 March District 9800 Conference at Warrnambool

http://www.bendigobank.com.au/community/our-branches/keilor-east
https://smartstorageworld.com.au/
http://www.keiloreastrotary.org/
http://www.bendigobank.com.au/community/our-branches/keilor-east
https://smartstorageworld.com.au/


FEBRUARY AND MARCH- BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays 

February 26th Joy Ryan
February 28th Debbie Gaehl
February 29th Bob McMartin

March 4th Jo Sculli
March 19th Arnold Vandenham
march 25th Daryl Cornish

Rotary AnniversariesWedding Anniversaries

March 18th Minh and Kim Nguyen February 25th Gail Horkings 2002
February 25th Bob Sercombe 2008
February  2003 Marianne Potgieter



MEMBER NEWS

Cherrie Osborn has enjoyed catching up with her “host 
son” Thomas from Finland and his daughter Emma. 
She took them to visit and climb Hanging Rock.

We miss our good friend, PP Daryl Cornish who is working in the UAE. Someone found a look alike carboard Daryl to stand in for the nights he is not joining 
us via Skype. We look forward to having the “real” Daryl back soon.

Vanda Mullen had some stunning photos to show us from her recent 
adventures in Antarctica. She is pictured ( right) with Joe Albioli and 
Athena Vass (Brimbank Central RC).

Past Keilor East Rotary member Athena Vass ( left) 
introduced Guest Speaker Garnet Johnson. It was great to 
catch up with Athena who is currently teaching at Buckley 
Park Secondary College.


